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So Far So Good

George Nijs (Rotterdam 1952) started his studies at the Maastricht Academy of Fine Arts and completed his studies at the Academy of St. Joost in Breda.
This is his third exhibition in the Gallery De Witte Voet. His first was a duo exhibition with Piet Stockmans from Genk, followed by the solo exhibition Vocabularium, and now, with So Far So Good, he presents his most recent work. In his studio to the north of Amsterdam he works with many different materials each of which, through its individual characteristics, generates its own design. The search for this symbiosis finally results in ‘just what you need and just what you see.’ More is superfluous, less is too little! All of the works appear surprisingly simple. And yet. In the words of the American sculptor David Smith: “Sculpture is as free as the mind as complex as life.”
Nijs explores the material and, in an apparently logical way, the design ensues from this process of exploration. In particular his studies for a Jewish monument compel respect. The work is exciting because of the sleekness and sobriety of the design whereby, at first glance, one doesn’t always see that it concerns a Star of David. The exhibited sculptures have all the qualities needed to allow them either to stand alone or to assume their place in an architectural or urban context.
These are outspoken monumental works which, through the pure use of material and the purity of their design, strongly appeal to the imagination.
Through this art form George Nijs joins a select group of artists capable of creating, through strong and powerful works for public spaces, signs and beacons. These become meeting places where one communes with images. Is this the language and the task of the artist?
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